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MINISTER’S LETTER 

November is often the time in the year when we focus on 
remembering, for many churches up and down the land the start of 
November focuses on All Saints; a time to remember loved ones 
we no longer see and to give thanks for the good times and 
memories of them.

Just a little way into November, we remember again the ultimate 
sacrifice made by so many people during the First and Second 
World Wars and many conflicts since. This remembering is an 
interesting counterpoint; because no doubt as you read this the 
shops will be full of Christmas goodies, the organised amongst us 
will already have bought Christmas cards, and some may already 
have written them. Excitement for children will already be mounting, 
and no doubt lists will already have been started to be compiled.

In a few short weeks, we will be ready to welcome the Christ Child 
into the manger, but first it’s good to remember, It’s good to think 
about and say thank you to so many people, those who have 
impacted on our lives, some we might have known well and some 
we might only have heard about in family stories or town tales. 

Every time I walk into a church, there is usually a war memorial or 
plaque with the names engraved into it.  Sometimes a name jumps 
out at me from the stone and I ponder on that particular person as I 
carry on my walk into the Church.  I wonder what that person’s life 
was like, I wonder how the person lived, how their life was, if they 
left a wife, sweetheart or family behind.

mailto:tanya.short65@gmail.com
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There are no longer any veterans left from the First World War and 
there are very few left in the country from the Second, but we must 
never forget to tell their stories.  We need to tell the generations to 
come, about those who came before and not leave them simply 
reduced to a name on a memorial.  

The bible tells us that all Christians are saints, not just those who 
are famous in history, and so I am left pondering about us, these 
present generations. What will our stories be when the time comes 
for them to be passed on? At some point in the future we may well 
be names on a memorial stone.  What will people say about us?

God bless,

Tanya 

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
The plan for services is being put together month by month and 
details will be sent to each church by the minister. 
Lidgett Park. For services in church please contact Howard 
Clinkard between Noon Thursday and Noon Saturday to reserve a 
seat on 0113 267 2986 or 
howard.clinkard@ntlworld.com .Contact by email is preferred. 

Shadwell 
Please contact Emelia Peterson between Noon Thursday and 
Noon Saturday to reserve a seat on 0113 289 2147 or 
emeliadp@gmail.com  
The Revd Tanya leads worship at Shadwell starting at 9.30 am on 
alternate Sundays before moving to Lidgett to begin the service 
there at 11.00 am. The service from Lidgett is also put out on 
zoom. 

DOES THIS SOUND FAMILIAR? 
If we don't change direction soon, we'll end up where we're 
going. Irwin Corey

mailto:howard.clinkard@ntlworld.com
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

This prayer also appears in the magazines of our covenanting 
churches, St Edmund’s and St Andrew’s. 

I come to you chastened: saddened by all the thoughts of what 
could have been. Burdened by the times I have failed to move 
forward your will. Your will for me, my church, my community, the 
world. So often I have asked for your help on the issues that 
worry me. Those that affect the people I hold dear, or  the issues I 
care about. I know that I don’t listen to you. I don’t give time to 
discern the actions you wish me to take in moving forward your 
mission.  
 
And yet, Lord, you don’t wait for my slow understanding. You 
can’t! If I take time to really open my eyes,  your spirit is leading 
change all around me. Your will be done. Lord, open my eyes, 
heart and understanding so that I will play the small part you wish 
and equip me to achieve. 
 
Amen

STUDENT MINISTER – Mo Onyett

Some of you may have already met Mo, either at church or on 
zoom. Mo is a 2nd year student minister studying at Queens in 
Birmingham and living in York. Mo is on placement with me until 
the middle of December, and she will be working with both 
Shadwell and Lidgett Park Churches.

During the time Mo is with us she will be 
experiencing and being involved in many 
things, but she is going to undertake two 
projects. The first, she is going to help us 
start an online Messy Church that will 
serve both Shadwell and Lidgett, we hope 
to have one in November and December (I 
do love a Messy Christmas!). Any offers of 
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help would be wonderful, please let me know if you can, whether 
it is preparing packs, cutting out, joining us on zoom etc….more 
to follow. The second project is a online creative bible study, this 
sounds very exciting, so look out for the informative!

Tanya

ADVENT AT HOME

We all know that Advent and Christmas will be very different this year, 
and so, in the season of waiting and preparing, the circuit are offering 
different ways of journeying through Advent together.

First, the Circuit are producing an Advent booklet, with daily advent 
reflections and activities, written by the local preachers, worship 
leaders and staff. This will be available to every household in time for 
the beginning of Advent. Obviously, there will be a cost to these being 
produced, and we want this to be a gift, but if there are those wishing 
to contribute to the circuit cost that would be very welcome.

Secondly, you may like to join us in going deeper into our domestic 
journey of Advent to Epiphany at Home. You will need to buy the book 
‘At Home in Advent’ by Gordon Giles, but all good bookshops and 
online stockists will sell this, it is priced at £8.99. The reading of these 
daily reflections will be accompanied by Zoom bible study groups, 
WhatsApp chats, comments on Instagram and hopefully there will be 
those willing to partner with others to have conversation over the 
phone.

Let’s journey together in Advent across Leeds North and East in our 
time of waiting and preparing. Tanya.
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A SIX SESSION BIBLE STUDY BY ZOOM 
Meditations on a boat 

These mediations explore the story of Noah, looking at the themes 
of self-centeredness and God-centeredness; corruption, love & 
justice; obedience; judgement; God’s faithfulness and a New Start. 

Fortnightly on Wednesday afternoons by Zoom 
November 4th, 18th, 25th 

For further information ask Tanya 
01132666791 or tanya.short1@btopenworld.com

LIGHT

A few weeks ago, I woke in the early morning with a song going 
round in my head. This isn't unusual, even though this little song 
came from about 93 years ago and took me right back to my very 
first Sunday School afternoons. I could see myself sitting on one of 
the small benches, with the other kids in the 'downstairs 
schoolroom' of our big red-brick Chapel. We sang:“God make my 
life a little light, within the world to glow, a little light that burneth 
bright wherever I might go.” It was in my head all day and set me 
thinking.

I thought about how we take for granted that at the flick of a switch 
we would get light. I read the beginning of Genesis as it is in The 
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Message version of The Bible, and whether one follows the 
scientific reasoning of the present day or clings to the 'creationist' 
version, the language is striking. 

In times gone by, people rose with the sun and went to bed when it 
was dark. Of course, they were aware that when lightning struck 
the trees and started fires, it also created light. Then someone 
worked out that by vigorously rubbing two sticks together they 
made a spark, which gave fire to warm them and to cook the meat 
which had previously been eaten raw. The intelligence which had 
been given them by God was coming into play and we had what 
we call 'progress! Once having started, other things happened. A 
flint striking another piece of stone would make a spark with which 
to light the fluffy covering from certain plants. I had a little pouch 
with these things inside, which was given to me when we lived in 
Africa. With a long string attached it was carried around by 
Africans who were out in the 'the bush' before the days of 
matches. We've seen illustrations of the bundles of rushes which 
hung in baronial halls, to be lit when darkness fell as well as being 
carried round outside.

In the Bible we have the examples of the wise and foolish virgins 
putting oil in their lamps (or not, as the case would be).

Coming into the more modern era, candles were produced, and we 
see many illustrations of men and women working by candlelight; 
sewing, reading or writing. More affluent people had oil lamps, with 
fuel from the bowels of the earth.

My childhood was epitomised by oil lamps and candles. By this 
time, they were commonly called 'comps' as they were made from 
a composition of paraffin wax and not beeswax. Oil lamps had a 
reservoir of paraffin with a woven wick coming up from it. It was 
someone's task to trim the wick as it became encrusted from the 
burning. The wick was enclosed in a glass shade of varying 
degrees of beauty depending on its use. In my home we had such 
a lovely shaded lamp downstairs, but we went to bed with 
candlesticks. I don't remember how old I was when gas came to 
our village, but we had only one outlet on the wall of our 
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'everything' room. These lights had a fragile mantle inside them. 
Our doctor's surgery was a low stone building at the edge of the 
grounds of his house. Surgery was in the evening and one went 
early to try to avoid a long wait, watching each person's entry and 
noting our position in the queue. As it grew dark, we sat on the 
benches around the room, waiting to hear the clump of the 
doctor's footsteps in the passage at the rear. He would come into 
the waiting room and light the single gas light on the wall!

In 1946 my husband and I, with a 6week old baby went to live in 
very rural mid Wales, where we were back to rather primitive 
conditions, no gas or electricity, no piped water or sanitation and 5 
miles from the market town with a bus once a fortnight. However, 
things had moved on in the lamp field and we had a Tilley lamp, 
which had a pressurised delivery system for the oil and a mantle 
instead of a wick. It had a much brighter light, but it still needed 
attention, the brightness would diminish through the evening and 
it then had to be pumped up again, as well as not forgetting to 
replenish the reservoir. In 1948 we moved to another, bigger 
forest area and after we'd been there for a year or so the Forestry 
Commission installed Calor Gas in our house, so we had gas 
light. For other reasons my husband left the Forestry Commission 
and became an Overseas Civil Servant in Northern Rhodesia 
(later Zambia) so for our first two and a half years at Broken Hill 
we had electricity!

On our return from 6 months in the UK, we were posted to a large 
forest area further North which included the only nursery for 
producing the trees suited to the climate and a large plantation 
area for growing them on. Our light there was produced by a 
Lister diesel generator, but only at night. The first light switched on 
in our house started the generator, and the last one swiched off 
turned it off. We were a distance from the garage area so the 
overhead line was liable to be struck by lightning during the 
violent thunderstorms but the wet season was shorter than the dry 
so we didn't do too badly.

We've seen how important to the world artificial light had become. 
It has made possible lighthouses to warn mariners of dangerous 
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rocks around the coast, so saving many lives. During WW2 it 
enabled beams of light from searchlights to find enemy planes so 
that ack-ack defences could force the enemy to deviate from their 
desired targets. There were by now so many applications for 
artificial light but this wasn't enough to satisfy the ingenuity of 
men for whom there was more.

Laser, the acronym for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission 
of Radiation came on the scene. As a pointer of light for picking 
out objects on a screen it was very useful; as an implement for 
pinpoint surgery it has become indispensable. It's a deadly 
addition to a sniper rifle.

For us, however the light that is the most important, the most 
reliable, needing no batteries, fossil fuels or nuclear plants is 
what we read from the Master of all:-

Rachel Mounsey
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HARVEST FESTIVAL  AT SHADWELL. 

Shadwell Methodist Church held its Harvest Festival lead by Revd 
Tanya on 18th October. The service had to be one with social 
distancing, face masks and no singing, but the attached pictures I 
think show that the spirit of thanksgiving was still there. 

You use a glass mirror to see your face, you use works of art to 
see your soul. George Bernard Shaw
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STORIES

I have been reading some CS Lewis recently stimulated by a 
biography of Lewis written by the theologian Alistair McGrath, 
itself an interesting read. However, the thing that caught my 
attention was the success Lewis had in communicating his 
theology through stories. I remember as a teenager being 
captivated by his Ransom series (Out of the Silent Planet, 
Perelandra and That Hideous Strength) and more recently we 
have had his highly successful books on Narnia. The book I was 
stimulated to read by the biography was one written towards the 
end of his life ‘Till We Have Faces’.

For Lewis, the medium of story is an imaginative rather than an 
imaginary thing. Something that is imaginary has no counterpart 
in reality. Something that is imaginative is a story that tries to find 
images that represent Reality, to communicate more reality to us. 
It allows us to see experiences from a different perspective. The 
story helps us to imagine our world differently. Lewis talks of 
double seeing, “I believe that the sun has risen not only because 
I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” The story brings 
things into focus so that we see them in new ways.

Till We Have Faces reworks the Greek myth of Cupid and 
Psyche. The central character and supposed author of the book, 
Orual, Queen of Glome, wears a veil to hide her ugly features 
and the story she tells is of the mother love that she has for her 
stepsister, Psyche, someone of great beauty whom she mothers 
following the death of Psyche’s own mother in childbirth. The 
story highlights both the joy and sorrow of love but it also draws 
attention to the selfish nature of love as something which can 
take but not give. Orual’s love is possessive taking much from 
those who love her (and she is much loved by many who serve 
her), including Psyche, without recognising the cost of that love. 
Her love of Psyche centres around her belief that only she can 
give Psyche the care and direction to develop her.
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It is also a story about judgement and salvation. The selfish and 
possessive nature of Orual’s love is something that lies deep 
within her. Only when she descends to the depths of her being as 
she approaches her death does she appreciate its true nature 
and is judged for what she is. But with that realisation comes her 
unveiling. She is enabled to become her true self. Without 
mentioning the Christian story Lewis invites us to look again at 
the relation between love and hatred, selfishness and 
selflessness, judgement and redemption. It is a rich story and a 
careful reading reveals many other twists and turns that throw a 
light onto how we live our lives.

And, of course, the whole of the Bible is full of stories that serve 
a similar purpose, inviting us to look at ourselves and the world in 
different ways. Jesus taught through his stories and, as we reflect 
on his parables, we can see different ways of evaluating our own 
behaviour. The poetry of the Psalms gives us images that explore 
our own nature and that of God. The stories we have in the 
Prophets bring into focus issues of justice and judgement, failure 
and hope.

The copy of Till We Have Faces I have is an old one. It belonged 
to my father and cost him 8 shillings and 6 pence, but I 
understand that it is still in print.

Stan Pearson

In these uncertain times 
we know you might feel unsure  

But flowers still grow, birds still sing  
and waves still sweep the shore. 
 
And with the rising  
and setting of the sun, 
 
Nature reminds us all  
that brighter days will come. 

BRF NOTES 
“Fresh from the Fields” 

If you would like a copy 
of the Bible Reading 
Fellowship Notes 
please phone Hazel 
Rayner on 2668465. 
The price is £9.99.
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HOMAGE 
I would like to pay tribute to our wonderful Lidgett Park chefs who 
provide us monthly with mouth-watering treats.  Unfortunately, I 
am not a sweet tooth so miss out on some delicious looking 
offerings.  I lay blame at the door of my father who was a master 
baker and although during the war we were subject to rationing 
and being a Lancashire lass tripe played a major role in our 
staple diet, there was no shortage of cakes and sweet goodies 
upon which to sate our appetites. 
During lockdown the mind has a tendency to wander reminding 
me that, as a child we had a pretty blue glass tray edged with 
matching raffia.  For my eighth birthday my father made nine 
elegant meringue swans gliding on a blue lake edged with water 
lilies, one swan for each child invited to my party. 
Sadly, I did not inherit his talents! 
Barbara Holmes 

A BOUNTIFUL DAY

Although the words of the song say, ‘Oh what a beautiful 
morning, Oh what a beautiful day’,  it’s not a typo in the heading 
as I will explain!  It really was a beautiful day on the particular 
one that came to mind, when a few days ago I was musing while 
doing some chores - as one does – about the recent harvest 
celebrations.  As I replaced one of my walking sticks, the word 
bounty came to mind – God’s bounty. Turning over the stick, I 
read the inscription ‘David Christian, Pitcairn Island’.
  
My thoughts turned back to the events of that day some years 
ago on our journey across the Pacific from Chile to New Zealand 
during which we called at various islands.  First of all, Robinson 
Crusoe, then Easter Island and now we were approaching 
Pitcairn where we were due to unload some cargo and  land the 
Deputy Governor on his way home. The previous day had been 
another calm day - apparently it could be unusual for the time of 
year (February) in that region. 
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We had already watched videos at a destination lecture the day 
before and had seen the ‘canoes’ as they are called leaving and 
returning to the island in the usual weather often experienced and it 
was quite amazing how they managed. We were expecting 
representatives on board next day to exhibit and sell their wares. 
However, the Captain announced at dinner that evening that our 
eminent passenger had suggested that if the fair weather 
continued next day people might like an opportunity to visit the 
island. It seems that permission to go ashore is not granted easily 
or very often! We were privileged!
 
Those who were interested to do so were asked to assemble in the 
lounge and had to meet a certain requirement on physical ability, 
namely, stand on one leg with hands out at the side and eyes shut 
before tickets to land were issued!! It seemed that the Captain was 
surprised at the numbers responding. Who would pass up that 
opportunity?  It was a lovely morning and the ship’s boats landed 
the cargo and set out the jetty without problem and a short while 
after breakfast the shuttle began to take passengers ashore. It 
required quite an effort to climb up onto the jetty when we arrived. 
To reach the township required a steep walk up ‘The Hill of 
Difficulty’ as it is named and I suppose the distance would have 
been about half a mile on a dusty track.  Surprisingly too some of 
those who managed to get ashore but found a problem with 
walking, were taken up by the locals in turn on 
the back of a four track such as our sheep farmers use!

We were not encouraged to proceed or 
to explore beyond the town square – the 
main island only about two square miles 
and is a rugged  half -crater rising to 
about 1,100 feet girded by precipitous 
coastal cliffs. It has a sub-tropical climate 
with fertile soil and an adequate rainfall. 
Once there we visited the small church 
to view the recently restored Bounty 
Bible; the Community is quite religious being Seventh Day 
Adventist denomination.  Of course we posted a letter at the Post 
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Office! It was also interesting to see the interior of the small Civic 
Hall outside of which stood the Bounty Anchor.
Not a lot is known about the religious practice in the Pitcairn island 
Group before the arrival of Fletcher Christian and the Bounty 
mutineers in the 1700s and what sort of practice they continued 
until the rather strange and marvellous life change of  John 
Adams. Once he had decided that religion held the promise of a 
better  life for the islanders, he lost no time in ensuring that what 
we might call a strict religious practice was thereafter observed.

When we returned to the ship some of the community were still on 
board to display and sell the Island Stamps and other wares. At 
the time of our visit in 2005 there were about 45 inhabitants and 
rumour had it that they were arranging ‘suitable accommodation’ 
for those who were expected to receive a jail sentence for their 
parts in the 2004 Social Scandal being tried in New Zealand. It 
was really an altogether most interesting and wonderful 
experience of that holiday trip.  

Garth White

PROJECT UPDATE. NOVEMBER 2020. 

As many of you will know by now, our October baking raised £420 
for the Project. Our thanks, as always, to you all. 

We are also delighted that our two charities – Oasis Zambia and 
the Sreepur Village in Bangladesh -  have each received £7,000 
from Lidgett, which will be especially welcome to them in this 
extremely difficult year for all charities. 

Given the news on Covid, and the latest restrictions, it seems as if 
Christmas this year will be very different and far less social than 
normal. So we are offering you a selection of Christmas goodies 
that we hope will bring you some much needed cheer. By the time 
you read this, I hope you have all seen that the bakers in the 
Project Group are all offering delicious Christmas cakes, made to 
order, and that the usual “Coffee Morning” list also contains a 
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variety of Christmas delights. (If there is anyone who hasn’t seen 
these lists, please get in touch with me and I will send them to 
you.)  

Please also remember to order David Wilks’s cd of organ music 
“In A Lighter Vein” available at £10 each from Kathy Benson. ALL 
proceeds from the sale will go to the Project. 

As the nights get longer and the weather more gloomy, as we are 
unable to chat with each other in person and as infection rates 
rise, I would like to thank you yet again for your continued support, 
which has enabled a small part of our “normal” church life to 
continue and support others.   

Margaret Farrar on behalf of the Project Group. 

OASIS RELIEF  October 2020 
  
Due to Covid 19 restrictions the usual fundraising activities raising 
monies for boreholes and the schools in Zambia have not been 
possible. It has been a blessing that Lidgett has continued to raise 
money in innovative ways and Oasis Relief is immensely grateful. 
Whist Zambia has not been overwhelmed with the virus the 
economy has suffered greatly. The country shut down quickly with 
all schools and businesses closed. Schools have just reopened 
and businesses are beginning to open. However the cost of living 
has shot up and most of the population have had no income and 
been unable to feed their families. Oasis Relief has tried to 
support the teachers at the schools without income by sending 
money for food. Also to support the reopening of the schools they 
have funded equipment to make the schools Covid safe 
environments for when the children returned. The health clinic has 
continued to provide care for the community but the staff have 
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needed PPE and medicines so Oasis Relief have also tried to help 
with this. 
  
This time of year the team would normally have travelled to Zambia 
to oversee the borehole programme but this hasn’t been possible. 
However, with funds raised before Covid, they have been able to 
work closely , albeit virtually, with Paul Swala and the drilling 
company to ensure some boreholes were sunk in their absence as 
clean, safe water remains a dire need for so many. They are happy 
to report that 7 successful boreholes have been sunk in these past 
few weeks and are functioning. It was not without trauma though as 
2 attempts in one village resulted in dry boreholes which was 
extremely upsetting especially for the villagers whose hopes were 
so devastatingly dashed. However, a decision was made to return 
to this village(Chika) a few days later and try again as the people 
were so desperate. Third time lucky!!! There was so much joy, 
palpable across the thousands of miles!! These achievements 
would not be  possible if it was not for the  generosity of people like 
yourselves. The team of Oasis Relief wish to thank you from the 
bottom of their hearts for your ongoing support. What they can do 
because of support like yours not only changes lives but saves 
lives. Thank you so very much!  

Maureen & Bernie (on behalf of those in Zambia  who benefit from 
every penny given).  
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UPDATE ON ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

The amount collected from the Home Collectors Boxes up to March 
lockdown was £480.98p. Thank you to all those who contributed. 
Action for Children Sunday on 11th July raised £135.00p from 
donations sent to me.
The latest news from Action for Children is that for the period 
2019/20 your contributions helped to support 368,648 children, 
young people and their families.
Action for Children 2021 diaries are available at £4 each, if anyone 
wishes to have one please contact me and I will work out a way to 
deliver diaries and collect payment.
Regarding opening Home Collection Boxes in December and 
following months, if collectors wish to they could either leave the 
boxes in the Ministers vestry (ask a steward), empty the box 
themselves and send me a cheque or contact me and I will collect 
the box.

Peter Bennett      

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
First, a request. Please don’t put Christmas Cards in the pigeon 
holes at church because of the pandemic regulations. 

Secondly, next month we are going to have a communal 
Christmas Card in the Link where people can put their names to 
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REMEMBRANCE

As Tanya has mentioned, November is a time set aside for 
remembering. We remember the soldiers killed in the two World 
Wars and in other conflicts since. We tell ourselves stories about 
the bravery and self-sacrifice of which there was a great deal, but 
war brings with it death by many means. More die in war from 
diseases such as dysentery, typhus and tuberculosis than do 
directly from fighting and following the First World War the number 
who died in the influenza pandemic far exceeded the number killed 
by the war itself. My grandmother died at the age of 27 from flu 
leaving two small boys to be brought up by her husband when he 
returned from France to find himself a widower. He never 
recovered from the mental trauma and later died of tuberculosis.

We are in worrying times, living as we do in the middle of another 
global pandemic the economic and social consequences of which 
will unfold only slowly over the coming years. In our remembering 
we should also remember and take strength from those before us 
who were similarly faced with tragedy over which they had no 
control. We pray that the world will emerge from its present 
circumstances as a more just and fair place. Remembrance is 
about learning from the past and putting those lessons into 
practice.

Stan Pearson

send Christmas greetings to our church community. To have your 
name include just email me (sbpearson@gmail.com). If you would 
like to do so we would encourage you to give a donation to the 
church project to accompany the addition of your name. If you 
would like to do this, it can be added to the amount given to 
Margaret Farrar for the baking or add it to your monthly or weekly 
giving whether by envelope, cheque or bank transfer accompanied 
by a message to Alan Wittrick (2613392) drawing attention to it or it 
can be sent to Alan in a marked envelope.

mailto:sbpearson@gmail.com
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SCIENTISTS AND THEOLOGIANS

While on our recent stay in Dorset, we were located in prime fossil 
hunting territory, but didn’t spend our week trying to locate 
dinosaurs! However on our visit to Lyme Regis Museum I 
purchased a book by Tracy Chevalier. In her novel “Girl with a 
Pearl Earring” she had written about the artist Vermeer and had 
made his paintings so much more vivid to us. 

This book, “Remarkable Creatures”, is 
a novel about Mary Anning, a local girl, 
who in the early 1800s scoured the 
coastline for ammonites and other 
things she found to clean up and sell 
to visitors. After landslips  she started 
finding “monsters”squashed between 
strata of rocks.. In the museum there is 
a plaster cast of the first four-foot long skull of what the locals 
referred to as a “croc”. The dentition is nothing like that of a 
crocodile. 

Scientists showed an interest in these previously unknown 
creatures and bought them from Mary for derisory sums of money. 
The original was displayed in the British Museum and later became 
part of the extensive exhibition of extinct animals in the Natural 
History Museum. It is the skull of an ichthyosaurus. The novel tells 
of the excitement of finding virtually complete specimens. The 
ideas about evolution and the possibility of extinctions took many 
more years to sort out. We must remember that in an age of 
exploration, amazing creatures like elephants and giraffes were 
being added to the understanding of the living world. 

In a conversation between Miss Philpot (herself fascinated by 
fossils) and a local, in reference to the skull:



20

“Its eyes are rather large for a crocodile, do you not think, 
Lord Henley?” 

“It’s simple, Miss Philpott. This is one of God’s earlier 
models, and he decided to give the subsequent ones smaller eyes.” 

“Do you mean God rejected it?” 
“I mean God wanted a better version – the crocodile we now 

know – and replaced it”. 

Miss Philpot went to consult the vicar, Rev. Jones, to pass on this 
idea by a member of his congregation that God had thought of a 
better design. She asked: 

“But the skeletons, are they of creatures that still exist 
today?” 

“Of course they exist........All of the creatures God made 
exist.......He did not create beasts and then get rid of them. That 
would suggest he made a mistake, and of course God is all-
knowing and incapable of error, is he not?”

After Rev Jones had referred to the account in Genesis of creation 
Miss Philpot said: 

“So every rock we see is as God created it at the 
beginning....and the rocks came first, as it says in Genesis, before 
the animals....In that case then how did the skeletons of animals 
get inside rocks and become fossils? If the rocks were already 
created by God before the animals, how is it that there are bodies 
in the rocks?” 

“God placed the fossils there when He created the rocks, to 
test our faith...as He is clearly testing yours, Miss Philpot”.

 
This book made me more able to appreciate what turmoil such 
findings caused two hundred years ago and how painful the 
adjustments to understanding would have been for the religious 
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leaders of the day. Charles Darwin had his expeditions and 
research still ahead of him. We now take scientific theories like his 
for granted and don’t have to suffer all the uncertainties.

Margaret Summerwill

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 

For many years now I have been collecting coins and loose 
change from members at Church towards our Church Projects. 
Because many of us are using credit cards in the local shops or 
online, there isn't as much loose change around. The amounts I 
am able to give our Church treasurer are becoming quite small and 
this is an appeal for you to let me have any odd coins you may find 
in your pockets and purses. I am quite willing to do any counting if 
you just put the coins in a plastic bag or Bank bag. 
Over the years you have helped me to raise over £2,100. 
With many thanks  
Margaret Lee. 

MEMORIES OF SUMMER 
Mary picking apples

CHANGES ON THE WAY 
Autumn colours 

I've learned that you can't have everything and do everything at 
the same time. Oprah Winfrey 
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All fair traders have experienced massive difficulties in selling 
during these Covid19 affected times, but the good news is that 
Traidcraft sales were 92% on budget from 1stJanuary to 
31st August 2020. How amazing is that and largely due to fair 
trader customers buying direct from the website.  In March orders 
tripled compared with the same period in 2019.  So, people might 
not be able to buy in church, but they didn’t abandon fair trade.  
Pre-Covid fair trader sales accounted for 55% of total sales and 
direct sales 25%.  Post Covid this changed to 27% through fair 
traders and 65% direct.  (For the mathematicians amongst you 
the remaining %age was sales to business and retail outlets.)

You can still get your Christmas cards, food and gifts from me.
Ring me on 0113 2179636 for a copy of the catalogue (Richard 
will probably answer as I am quite deaf on the telephone!) or you 
can email me christinebrett2017@outlook.com
 
You can also look online at https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/ and 
order direct.  Delivery is free for orders over £50 but if your order 
is less or you cannot guarantee being at home just tell me what 
you want and I will get it for you.  I can then either deliver or you 
can collect from me at an agreed time.
 
The Catalogue has lots of old favourites plus new lines to tempt 
you.  There are items on offer e.g. Cafedirect coffee and Divine 
chocolate for limited periods and if you order within those periods 
from me you will get the discounted price. Also, I will order by the 
case when I can so you will benefit from the lower individual 
price.

mailto:christinebrett2017@outlook.com%22%20%5Co%20%22mailto:christinebrett2017@outlook.com
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/%22%20%5Co%20%22https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/
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I have stocks of groceries, chocolate, toilet rolls etc at home so if 
you need anything just let me know what you want, and I can 
deliver – or you can collect – socially distancing of course!
I also have boxes with a sample pack of each Christmas card.
 
Let me know if you would like any catalogues and/or if you want to 
order.
 
Christine
Christine Brett Traidcraft Fair Trader 123424

SOME THOUGHTS ON IDEALS 

To be happy one must have an ideal and strive to live up to it. 
          George Moore 

The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has 
been found difficult and left untried. 
          G K Chesterton 

Religion cannot remain on the level of ideas alone. Religion must 
be an expression. It must be an incarnation in the real world of an 
ideal that is of supreme import to the individual of belief. Religion 
not only has to be worth living for, it has to be worth living. Faith 
on a theoretical level is a fossilized faith if it only remains on that 
level. 
          Harry James Cargas 

Far away there in the sunshine are my highest aspirations. I may 
not reach them, but I can look up and see their beauty, believe in 
them, and try to follow where they lead. 
          Louisa M Alcott 

People come first – before ideas, beliefs, causes, ideals, goals. I 
try not to let anything subvert my love of people. 
          Marty Rubin 



24
ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY SCHOOL COUNCIL

We want a school council with 
environment in its name,

Some grass is yellow just like a 
mean lion’s mane,

We want to recycle more than 
we throw plastic in our seas,

We need to make a planet fit for bees,

We want to take a stand for those who are endangered,

So we need to create 
more park rangers,

We need help to watch 
over animals,

All of them amphibians, reptiles and mammals,

We want our school to go green,

And also to pick up all the litter we find from wherever we’ve been,

So we want our school to suddenly transform,

So we can hopefully make new life forms!

Matthew Harris Age 7
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
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On production of this voucher.
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A Family Business Since 1965
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On production of this voucher.
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1859 - 2019 

Tel: 0113 239 5770
www.adairpaxton.co.uk

KĸĐĞƐ͗
ϭϭ�^ƚĂƟŽŶ�ZŽĂĚ͕�,ŽƌƐĨŽƌƚŚ͕�>ĞĞĚƐ͕�>^ϭϴ�ϱW�
ϰϴϭ�KƚůĞǇ�ZŽĂĚ͕��ĚĞů͕�>ĞĞĚƐ͕�>^ϭϲ�ϳEZ
ϭ�KǆĨŽƌĚ�WůĂĐĞ͕�>ĞĞĚƐ͕��ŝƚǇ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͕�>^ϭ�ϯ�y
^ĂŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ͕�^ƚĂƟŽŶ�ZŽĂĚ͕�>^ϭϴ�ϱEd

•  ^ĂůĞƐ�Θ�>ĞƫŶŐƐ
•  WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ
•  ^ƵƌǀĞǇƐ�Θ�sĂůƵĂƟŽŶƐ
•  �ůŽĐŬ�DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ
•  �ŽƵŶĚĂƌǇ��ŝƐƉƵƚĞƐ�Θ�DĞĚŝĂƟŽŶ
•  >ĞĂƐĞ��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ

͞WƌŽƵĚůǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ϭϲϬƚŚ��ŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ͟
ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ĂŶĚ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ��ǆƉĞƌƚƐ


